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of Laon, Capture of Which May
Occur Within a Few Hours.

HUNS YIELD NISH TO SERBIANS

Hands and Oise Salient Abandoned
By Enemy.

Pans, Oct. 13.—La Fere, the link in the Hindenburg line
between St. Quentin and Laon, has been occupred by the
French, the war office announces.

The Anizy Heights and Versigny also were captured.

(Versigny lies just west of the La Fere-Laon Railway, a
little more than three miles southwest of La Fere.

Berlin, via London, Oct. 13.—"We have lost Nish." says

the German war office in its report of operations in the Balkans,
given out today.
LAON NEAR FALL.

Londen, Oct. 13.—The French are in the outskirts of Laon, ac-
cording to latest word from the front tonight.

The Oise salient has been practically evacuated by the Ger-
mans, it is learned.

The Franco-American advance north of the Argonne threatens
the German left flank.

Practically all of the St. Gobain Plateau is in allied hands.

The German retirement now under way is extremely serious for
the enemy, because it means the abandonment by him of his main
defensive lines and his falling back to ground that is unprepared for
a stand.

ADVANCE UNABATED.

Paris, Oct. 13—Troops of the French Fifth army have advanced
to within four kilometers (two and a half miles) of Laon. This is
announced in the war office communique issued late last night

All reports from the front indicate the French advance continues
unabated, and the fall of Laon may be a matter of hours.

|

Paris, Oct. 13.—The railway between La Fere and Laon has been
cut by the French, the war office announces in its day communique,

=
H VICTORY IN CHAMPAGNE.
Paris, Oect. “The Champagne battle, which began on Sep-
tember 26, ended in a complete defeat of the enemy,” says the war
office communique late last night. “The Fourth army liberated the
bend of the Aisne, with thirty-six towns and - llages, capturing
:21.567 prisoners, including 490 officers, and + ug 600 guns, 3,500
| machine guns, 100 minenwerfer (mine throwers), several hundred
wagons and great quantitiés of ammunition and war material,
: “The Fifth army crossed the Retourne River, progressing ten
kilometers® (six and a half miles). Vieux-les-Asfeld and Asfeld-la-
Ville, south of Balnzy, were taken.

“The Aisne has been crossed between Guinicourt and Nuchatean,
and we are advancing on Mont-de-Prouvais,

Craonne Is Passed.
“"Following the enemy in his new
retreat between the Alsne and the
| Olse, our troops reached the Allettas,
| north of Crmonne, advancing thelr
|line te within four kilometers (two

|and a half miles) of Laon."
The foregoing statement Implies
the capture of Craonne, the last bul-

wark southeast of TLaon, a little
more than ten miles from the great
strategic center, which is about to
fall.

To the northeast, along the Serre

l

between Vendin-le-Viell (three and a

half miles northeast of Lens) and
Douai.

Allies Have Faken 90,000
Captives Since Sept. 15.

Paris, Oct. 13.—"Since September 15,
including the Bulgaro-German troops
surrendered according to the armis-
tice,” says a War Office statement.
“the allles have captured 9,000 pris-
oners, including 1600 officers,

“Amol the officer, =

| River, villages are burning, the . o ? CIS I
statement says. “Two thousand guns and eénorme

J us

On the Bt Gobain plateau the | quantities of material aiso have been

French captured St Nicholas-aux-
Bois and Suszy.

(Note—Both these places are east
of the forest of St. Gobain, which
thus seems to be elther encircled or
outfianked. Capture of these towns
also shows the French are driving
on Laon mnot only from the south
and msoutheast, where last nizht they
| were only two and a half miles from
the eity, but are alse driving on
Laon from the west and northwest.
| St. Nicholas-aux-Bois lles eight miles
northwest, and Suzy only six miles

Imost due west of Laon.

Itallans North of Allette.

| o
i
|

The Italian contingents fghting
(with the French made further
progress north of the Allette. Fur-
ther eastward the French now hold
|the line Aielles-Berrieux-Amifon-
taine. .

(Note—This shows another French
movement on Laon from the far
southeast. astride the Rheims-Laon
Railway).

taken."

The foregoing statement, referring
to “Bulgaro-German troops,” is the
firet Indication that German wunits
fighting with the Bulgars surrendered.

YANK OUTLINES TERMS.

American Tells Boche How to Get
Armistice.

Parls, Oct. 13.—An American boy
working with the French artillery on
the Champagne front, and who has
been twice decorated, says in a pri-
vate letter to a friend here:

“We are still very busy In spite of
the Germans demanding an armis-
tice. We will give him an armistice

after knoGking hell out of him, and
not before.”

BAKER RETURNS HOME.
War Officials Land Safely from

France.

An Atlantic Port, Oct,- 13.—Secre-
tary Newton D. er, John D.
Ryan, director of aircraft produc-
tion, and Brig. Gen. Hines, chief of
embarkation, arrived here today after

Berlin., via London, Oct 13—'"We
withdrew northwest of Cambral”
says today's war office statement
reporting yesterday's operations,
“as a result of the enemy’'s muecess-
ful penetration of our positions on
both sidea of Neuvilly™

Haig Reports Advances

& tour of the American f
Near Douai and Lens. France. The party left immedistely

It was stated that Surgeon General
Gorgas, who was one of the party
accompanying Secretary Baker on his
trip abroad, had remained iIn France

Spanish Ship Brings No “Flu.”
m:l:: ..:'tknt.lc :ort. Oct. 13—Cheer-
8 was brought Bpan
ship which uﬁvd.:er:’ !.:du w!lg
no Bpanish Influensa among crew
and passengers and no illness of
any kind save & case of rheumatism.
Influenza is L]
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LAUNCH FINAL
LIBERTY LOAN
THRUST HERE

‘Capital Must Subscribe
Loan Quota by Sat-
urday Night.

ISSUE PEACE WARNING
Handicaps Must Be Over-

come and District Put

Over- Top.

Don't let the Germans fool
you!

YOUR subsecription to the
Fourth Liberty Loan is needed
NOW.

The hour is critical. All the
world is watching Washington.

Failure to subscribe the Dis-
trict’s quota would be a na-
tional disaster.

President Wilson will handle
the peace notes.

_YOUR duty is to provide the
sinews of war.

Put dollar
raise in Fourth
bonds.

Liberty Loan Committee, D. C.

every you can

Liberty Loan

Before midnizht Saturday Washing-
| tun's quota in the liberty loan drive,
now more than $12,000000 must be
reached Members of the Liberty
Loan Committee of the District and |
the army of volunteer workers will
throw all their energy into the final |
week of the drive which begina lo-]-
day.

Realizing the danger of a slacken- |
ing of effort on the part of the public |
as & result of the German peace of-
fer, the liberty
determined to put forth increaseq ef-
fort during the six days that remain
to impress upon the people of Wash-
Ington the importance of oversub-
scribing the loan. Rather than a
lessening of effort, the crisis created
by the peace offer* coupled with the
Influenza epidemic, make imperative
redoubling of effort everywhere to in-
sure the success of the loan. OM-.
cials of the government and members
of the Liberty Loan Committee real-!
ize fully the gravity of the situation
and know that failure of the loan inl
the National Capital at this critical
time would be nothing less than a na-
tional disaster,

!
1

Committee Expressea Confidence.

Desplite the admitted handicaps,
however, undar which the campaign
Is being conducted hepe, members of
the Liberty Losan Committee express
absolute confidence that Washington's
quota will be not only reached but
exceeded by a handsome margin bc-]
fore Saturday night There ars)
many large subseriptions which will |
be received during the present week,
it s expected, and there also are
thousands of men and women of mod. |
erate means who bhave delayed their|
subscriptions until the mid-month
payday. which is tomorrow.
| An Important fealure of the re-
| maining week of the campalgn will |
be continuation of the canvasas ofll
corporations and SYusiness concerns in
the Distriet, which was begun Frl-l
day by a special team of prominent |
business and professional men. and |
which netted more than $.000,000 in
two days. The surface is but seratch-
ed in this field, the committes be-
lieves, and the canvass will be push-
ed for the remainder of the week
with the utmost vigor, Already there
are scorea of names of Washington
business organizations on the city's
honor roll, and the additional names
will be published each day as the
CANVASS progrosses,

Spenk In Oficesn,

Another important feature of the
final week’s campaign will be among |
the government employes hy an
army of speakers under the luder-'
ship of John G. Capers, chalrman of |
the subcommittee on speakers. To|
overcoms the handicap brought !
about by the ban placed on meet-
ings, members of this al.lhnm:n-nrnit.-l
tee have devised a plan of sending
an army of speakers Into each of |
the departments, where they will|
viglt the rooms where the clerks lrar
at work and make five-minute lib-|
erty loan talks. This work will be- |
gin this morning when forty speak- |
ers will invade the Treasury De- |
partment and its various branches
and carry the buy-more-bonds mes- |
gage to all the workers, Similar or-
ganizations of speakers will visit|
the other departments during t.l:el
week. I

Douglas Falrbanks, the motlon
pleture star, will lend the committee
& hand today In procuring subscrip- |
tions. The committee learnad yester-
day that he was In town for a day
or two on business, and immediately |
tenrolled him for epecial solicitation !
work today. He readily asasented
and will be one of a s al team of |
rolleitors who will go out after “the
big fellows™ today in an effort to
| procure a match for the miliion-dol-
\lar subscription of Bernard M.
(Baruch. Although they will be out
after “big ones”" they will not over-
took IMttle ones, and almost anyone
in Washington may be given oppor-
tunity of buylngnn. bond from the

|

1

and Corcoran Thom, of ’JM
Realizing that physiclans

loan workers are '

Peace Bia
Gives Joy

Paris, Oct. 13.—Publie opinion
hére has retufhed to the same
optimismeabout an early ending
of the war that marked last
Sunday when the German penoce
offer was first made known. The
skepticlsm which prevalled dur-
ing the middle of the week is
now past.

“What changes within elght
days!” exclaimed Marcel Sem-
bat, Bocialist leader and former
minister in L'Heure. *“Now ev-
erybody begins to belleve that
peace is #ear.”

Bembat demands as the first
condition of an armistice that
the Germans cease burning
French citles and villages.

Maurice Barres, Nationalist
leader and member of the
French Academy, writes: *The
German government i{s sinking
into eonfusion. The Emperor
ia reported suffering from a se-
rious attack of neurathenia and
to have decided to abdicate and
dispossess the Crown Prince in
favor of one of his other sons

*The German government {s
caught in a disastroos dilemma.
Acceptance of Wilson's terms
means publie confesslion of de-
feat”™

M. Barres quotes Dr. Mathias
Berger, the Centrist leader, now
a member of Prince Max's gov-

ernment, without portfolio, as
saying that Germany has al-
ready put the military power
under civillan control, a elaim
which many writers distrust,
saying: “The beast changes it=
colors, but only in self-de-
fense."

Barres. however, represents

the Germans as acclaiming Von
Bchuck as the first non-Prus-
sian war minlster, which he
thinks, provea that Germany Is
disowning the Frussian hege-

mony

Paul Munler, editor of the
radie Verite, argues that the
con<-nt of the German Relch-
stag is insufficient

Four Strings _TTied

to Hun Acceptance

London, Oct. 13 —The Amster-
dam Tyd's Berlin correspond-
vnt telegraphs to his paper that
Germany will evacuate the oc-
cupled territories, provided:

1. That the armistice begin im-
mediately.
2 That none hut Belgian

troops go into Belgium.
3. That peace negotiations be

openad {immediately after the
evacuation

4. That the allies exchange
notes  agreeing to President

Wilson's terms,

The Amsterdam Tyd's corre-
spondent in Berlin was the first
to be informed of the German
peace offer a week ago. It is
probable, therefore, that the
ahove German “conditions” have
been officially communicated to
this journalistic “persona grata.”

Prince Max’s Reply
Received in London

London, Oct. 18 —A copy of Ger-
many’'s answer to Fresident Wil
son was received at the foreign
office from The Hague this morn-
ing.

Forelgen Minister RBalfour and
Chancellor of the Exchequer Bo-
nar Law left London to confer
with Premier Lloyd Owgrge.

The belief here s general that
no armistice 1s possible except
upon rigorous guarantees from
Germany that she will not use the
interval by preparing for a re-
sumption of the fighting.

It 1= also generally belleved
President Wilson will consult the
allics before making his fina]l an-
swer.

France Urges Foch
Shall Fix Terms

Paris, Oct. 13 —Leading French
newspapers today are animous
in expressing the view t if an

irioistice Is agreed upon, Foch
lone should frame the conditions

Homme Libre (Premier Clemen-
ceau's newspaper) declares:

“Germany has lost the war. Her
own’' military party admits that
it 18 vanquished."

Le Petit Parislen says:

“No ‘mixed commission’ |8 going
in draw the armistice conditions
The vanquished will have no part
in stipulating the conditions. Pech
will dictate and the Germans will
obey,"™

“Pertinax,” writing in the Echo
de Paris, warne of & German trick
by which the enemy would evacu-
ate all but Alsace-Lorraine unless

the victory is [ruud.
Must Dictate Peace,
London Press View

Iondon, Oct. 13—The few news-
rapers publishing today ame Vig-
orous in their demands for nip-
ing in the bud all possitle Ger-
man attempts to enter into long
/liscussions and thus escape the
-onseqwences of her defeat In the
Jeld,

“The allies will dictate, mnot
negotiate peace,” says the Even-
ng Btandard, “Any paltering with
the Kalser's treacherous sat-
cllites involves the certainty
of renewed conflict in the early
future. We must punish the erim-
ipals.”

Evening Telesram eom-
in a similar strain, warn-

popular actor. th Mr. Falrbanks
 will be John Poole, E. B. Bynon, jr.,

Loan Committee, g
of Wash-

R

to France

+

BAKER ESCAPES
' U-BOAT COMING
FROM FRANCE

Arrives on “Ghost Ship’
That Traveled Abreast
of Lost Hirano.

URGES ALL WAR SPEED

Liberty Loan Must Uphold
Victorious Advance of
Troops, He Says.

"Whatever the result of the peace
proposals, the War Department must
proceed at full speed with men and
| supplies.” This was the comment on
|the German peace talk last night
| from Secretary aBker, on his return
|from a visit of more than a month
to the front

Exhuberant with confidence of great
victory and praise of the bravery
of the Americans, Secretary Baker
arrived early yesterday morning at
:an Atlantle port aboard the Northern
| Pacific, called by the Germans the
“‘ghost ship,"” and only narrowly es-
eaping the German submarine that
.Isnnk the Hirmno Maru a few days
ago, with 30 lives lost, the Hirano
‘:lu-mg approximately abreast of the
| “ghost ship” on a course some miles
AWAY.

l It became known last night that
| Becretary Baker, aboard the same ves-
|5¢l on the way across after he left
here August 30, was In danger of
| the T-boat that torpedoed the Mount
| Vernon, pursuing accurse through the
| Bame waters,
| The “Ghost Ehip"™ missed the fate
of the Hirano Maru only through the
extrems precautions taken to protect
the Secretary of War and his party,
which Included John D. Rvan, Second
Assistant Secrelary of War: Brie
Gen. Frenk 1. Hines shlef of the
emharkation service: Walter Gifford,
| director of the Council of Natlonal
ltw:‘-‘-n-a: Jullus Rosenwald, of the
| councin; Capt. R. E. Christle, ir., alde

y10 Mr. Ryvan: Joseph Hostetter, of
Clevelund, former law partner of Sec-
retary Baker, and Charles Day, of

the T'nited Btates Shipping Board
-

Coarse Was Directed.

| The presence of a submarine lurk-
|ing in the course In which the Hirane
was sunk was “spotted,” and the
| Northern Pacific was diverted. The
| Secretary had the protection of naval
convoy, however, only for two davs
|out of Brest, which was cleared Oe-
|tober & at daylight. The rest of the
| way she came alone, making the
| sneed that earned her the German
| “Ghost Ship™ sobriquet—twenty-five
i-knm.«--,v- fast that, a= tha Germam
‘submarine prisoners have sald, when
|a submarine sights her on the horizon

and dlves to make a course.that will |, i . : 2
:1! is believed, is the same German government that violated Belgium

intercept her and then rises to at-
tack, the “Chost Ship™ ts on the
other horizon. Some ghostly simili-
tude i3 lent by the fact that the ves-
#e]l does not betray herself til1 hull
up on the sky line, am she i= an ofl
burner with special smokeless de-
vices,

Secretary Baker saw both battles of
St. Mihiel and, described the taking
of the town and wiping out of the
! salient by the Americans as the great-
| st concentration of artillery and air-
| eraft ever meen in this war. He en-
tered the town the morning after
the.eronlng it wa= avacunted

Trip Waa Suceessful
Discussing the purposes of his trip
to the front and his experiences there,

Secretary Baker said In part:
“My trip abroad was principally for

|

operation in the matter of shipping
| for troops and supplies. It was en-

| tirely successful, and a complete un-|

| derstanding has been reached which
assures the American army adequate
earge tonnage for its support The
matter was taken up with the Inter-
Allled Maritime Transport Council and
the co-operation of the British,
Freench and Italian governments was
heartily given.

“Many questions Involving co-opera-
tion on the part of the several gov-
ernments were taken up and satis-
factorfly settled.

"With ' regard to shipping. alreraft.
ordnance and other parts of the allied
program, the ,contribution which the
Tnited States can make is rendered
definite ond the means of accomplish-
ment are arranged.’”

Loan Must Be Rushed.

When asked about the
loan, Secretary Baker sald:

“The allied armies are now in the
| full tide of victopious &advance.
| American divisions are fighting
|with the British, with the French
'and im their own aectors, and
| everywhere the enemy is in
| treat and disorder.

“The army has done and is doing
all that a proud and grateful coun
try could ask, end the time bhas
come for us to put im every ounce
of our stremgth to assure its com-
plete victory. i

*The people at home have a sol-
emn responeibility for their share
in the final result. The liberty loan
must go over the top.

*Its success is both our message
of gratitude to the boys who are
|braving war's worst perlls in de-
| fense of our liberties and a mes-
sage to Germany that our people
{at home are as resolute as our sol-
| diers are brave. Whatever the re-
!sult of the peace proposals, the
War Department must proceed at
full speed with men and supplies”™

Tella of St. Mikiel
Becretary Baker then told of see-
ing the two battles &t 8t Mihiel
“The battle of St Mihiel" he sald,
“starteq the present triumphant ad-
vance of the allled armles.. From &
fortified hill overlooking the battle-

—
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the purpose of arranging further co- |
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. , . NOTE;
FRENCH CAPTURE LA FERE

Allies’ Advance Reaches Outskirts

Official Note Exped?ed to cadl®

Swiss egation Today -- Wilson
Ready for Retort.

MAY SPURN PLEA AS INSINCERE

]

Washington Likely to Reject Proposal fo
Armistice as Coming from Same
Militarist Government.

York.

to his note of inquiry, but he
text of the note is delivered to

munication had not reached the

SILENCE STILL
In its absence, however, both
partment maintained silence on the

that decision is made public to the
If sentiment here, reflected by

Capital to set down Prince Max's

note as soon as he receives it, and

President Wilson, accompanied by Col. House, his con
fidential adviser, returned to the Capital last night from New

The President has reached a decision on the German reph

will not act until the officia
the State Department by Fred

erick Oederlin, the Swiss Charge d'Affaires. The official com

Swiss Legation at a late hou

last night, but it is believed it will arrive today. Mr. Oederli
will take it immediately to Secretary Lansing.

MAINTAINED.
the White House and Stafe e
entire affair. There was but on

thing said, and it was that the American public should susperd judg
ment on the note until the President reaches a decision on it, am

world.

officials—diplomats and member

of both the Senate and House—is a gauge of the President’s opimion
the German proposal will be rejected as insincere.
One day’s scrutiny of the unofficial text was sufficient for the

reply as a most cleverly wordes

document, the essence of which was insincenty.

The President, it was said last night. may answer the Germm

then go before Congress with wm

address that will be explanatory of his action.

WILL TALK BUSINESS LATER.
| Meantime, not one single individual in Washington expressee
the view that he could “talk business” with Germany on the basi
of the proposals of the chancellor. It is admitted that Germany

| wanting” peace, is ready to make ho
|it would be foolhardy for the Un:

dent to make this point plain

| ravaged Russia, winked—at the

| persons and passively stood by while ever

| committed.

Berlin Rejoices in ]
Prospects for Peace

Copenhagen, Oect. 13 —Thousands
of workers thronged the streets
of Berlin all last night, waiting
eagerly for the first “extra™ tall-
ing of Germany's reply to Pres-
ident according to dis-
patches from the capital today
At 10 o'clock the first “‘extra™
was lIssued. Hundreds _of thou-
sands of coples were snatched up
ans fast as they were put on the
street, The news was received
with unbounded enthusiasm., wom-
#n chedding tears of joy &nd cry-
ing “Thank God. peace!™

|
] Wilson, |
|

|
\
]
|
]
i

Holland _Prepa‘res to
Stop Fleeing Huns

Paris, Oct. 12 —Gustave Herve
the former revolutionary, writes in
La Victolre:

“The Dutch authorities feel that
the German Flanders armies are
sufficiently exposed to warrant a
massing of Dutch troops along Hol-
jand's frontiers prepared to cap-
ture and disarm those that may
fiee across the border

Huns Cap—t;eﬁave .
Allied Propaganda

London.—Of the first X000 prisoners |

taken by the British {n their recent |
| offensive, a check-up now shows that
|about minety per cemt of them had
in their pockets some of the allied
| propaganda literature, dropped behing
ith- German lines by alrplanes

Huns Organize to
Pﬂiill-FOMI Hogs

Amsterdam — Darmstadt has &
Iynching soclety of forty-..e mem- |
bers which takes It upon iiself to |

punish food hogs. Bix of fa mem- |
bers beat into unconsclousness with |
clubs & man who had hoarded
nquantity of eggs, bacom and pota-
Loes.

Plan Welcome for
New York, Oct 11 —Bamuel Gomp- |
ers is to be accorded s weloome back
to Ameriea on November § at & na-
tional mass meeting in Chicage,
under the auspices of the American

-

Robert

The “present German

wholesale

alllance for labor and demodracy, it
announced tonight by Director FPage
Maisel ol

ge concessions, but everyone say
ted States and the allies to com:

sider concessions from ag enemy whose every action has breathed
treachery and duplicity

There is a reason for this sentiment, and is found im the
chancellor's reply. Officials say the first two guestions appear—ane
!therc is a touch of suspicion even in their mention of the word
| “appear™—to be answered satisfactorily. The third question, they
point out, reflects the out-and-out camouflage

In reality, they say, it is unanswered, and they expect the Press

government,”

d -1 i

mnocent
was being

crimc

Time for Peare Not Ripe.

Can there be peace under them
| ircur ners® This is the ques
tion that was heard in Washing
ton yesterday, and it answered it
self by the manmer in which {1 wa
uttered

While the American public is ad-
vised to suspend judgment unti
the President makes known his de

it be one that comes because of mill-

ter what the President does, Thers
will be more peace proposals feol-
lowing upom one another in suck
rapid succession s almost g be-
come an avalanche of pleas for

i# whipped, they point out,

whipped nt hat in coff-
mon wilh Austria, she {ears the du)
of reckoning, and fears it ~doubly it

it be one that comes becouse of mill-
tary victory by the allies. Her readl-
ness 1o consent to evacuation, It wae
sald, might be due to the knowledge

armies could be withdrawe
in orderly fashlon, without the loag of
men or material, to the Rhins de=
fenses. There, as military men have
sald., she could be better prepared 0
resist further advances by the allies
in the event nothing was sccomplished
by her present atiempt at peace Ar
matiers now stand it looks as though
Foech would be able to deal the enemy
such staggering blows as to foroe &
disorderly retreat toward the father-

; land

Reference te Turkey Omitved,

The omission of mention of Turkey
in the German note gave rise Lo cun~
jecture in the capital yesterday O«
clals belleve It may mean that Tuors
key has acted Independently toward
peace., but that her proposal has ot
yet reached the sllies.

The Swins legation yesielday afte™
noon received an unofficial transiation
of the German note from Berme. It
was sald to coincide with the Nausn
wireless Alspatch. Only the ofcial
text will be delivered to the State De=
partment.

GIVES HOPE FOR PAGE.

Doctor Confident Former Ambas-
sador Will Recover.

New York, Oct W —Dr SBamuel W.
lambert, whoe |s attending Walter
Hines Page (ormer Ambassador to
Great Britain at 8t. Luke's Hospital
lsrued g statement today in which he
expressed confidence that Mr. Page
will recover. although his condition
was #0 serious that Dr. Lambeet
speni the entire night at the former
Ambhssador's bedside "
The physician queted Mr. Page ag
saying: “1 fee!l more like myself thasn

1 have felt for many months. ™

is suffering from an
the beart R




